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A BOOK OF HOMAGE 

By William Lyon Phelps 



IN the year 1904 a group of distinguished British 
* men of letters took measures leading toward a per- 
manent memorial of the world's greatest dramatist, 
which might fitly celebrate the approaching tercen- 
tenary of his death in 1916. It was planned to build 
a Shakespearian theatre, the land for which had 
already been acquired; and in July, 1914, a conven- 
tion of delegates from all over the world voted to 
carry out the undertaking. The war stopped this, 
as it did every other good thing; but it was wisely 
determined that the anniversary in April, 1916, 
should not pass unobserved. 

The result is the stately Book of Homage; one 
of the most beautiful volumes that the world has 
ever seen. We cannot praise too highly the enter- 
prise and energy of the Editor and Publishers in 
preparing such a work, in securing manuscripts from 
166 contributors in many nations and languages, and 
in having the great book ready on time. Apart from 
the interest of the individual tributes, this noble 
volume will stand for centuries as the highest 
example of artistic printing in our age. 

Thomas Hardy, who may fairly be regarded as 
the greatest living writer of the English language, 
holds the place of honor at the head of the proces- 
sion; and he characteristically writes verse instead 
of prose; characteristic also is the unexpected point 
of view and the minor key. Rudyard Kipling con- 
tributes an article on the Tempest, previously pub- 
lished in 1898; Alfred Noyes has a striking poem, 
containing a sonnet written in the Shakespearian 
form; John Galsworthy writes one of the shortest 
and one of the best bits of imaginative prose, though 
he cannot refrain from a whack at British "moral- 
ity" ; Sidney Colvin has one of the longest and most 
learned contributions ; Sidney Lee has an interesting 
paper on Shakespeare, Inventor of Language; 
George Saintsbury exhibits both ingenuity and wit 
in Shakespeare as Touchstone; E. K. Chambers, as 
might be expected, makes a real contribution to 
Shakespearian scholarship; and so does the Editor 
himself, Israel Gollancz; Israel Zangwill writes a 
fine sonnet, breathing Shakespeare's spirit of the 
brotherhood of man ; and I might specify other poems 
and articles worth equal attention. 

The most difiScult task was assigned to Professor 



C. H. Herford, of Manchester, who writes on The 
German Contribution to Shakespeare Criticism. 
The black shadow of the war hangs over the whole 
volume and there are countless allusions to it. Ger- 
many, which has done so much for Shakespeare, and 
which has held his mighty name in reverence since 
Lessing's day, is naturally not represented among 
the contributors. But Professor Herford has 
courageously, wisely and nobly refused to let the 
occasion pass without a tribute to German scholar- 
ship and German enthusiasm. His paper is written 
from the broad standpoint of the true scholar, and 
with admirable tact. 

There are twelve American contributors: Pro- 
fessor Gayley, Mr. Furness, Mr. Clayton Hamilton, 
President Hibben, Mr. Robert Underwood Johnson, 
Professor Manly, Professor Matthews, Professor 
Padelford, Professor Schelling, Mr. Owen Wister, 
Mr. George Santayana, and the present reviewer. 
Americans may well be proud of the excellent verse 
written by Mr. Johnson, Mr. Santayana, Mr. Gayley 
and Mr. Padelford — ^many lines are of exquisite 
beauty, and the spirit of interpretation is there. 

Other languages than English are nobly repre- 
sented by men of letters like Henri Bergson, Remain 
RoUand, J.-J. Jusserand, Maurice Maeterlinck, Emile 
Verhaeren, Armaldo Valdes, George Brandes (who 
writes in English), and Sienkiewicz; while foreign 
scholars in English literature, like Professor Le- 
gouis of the Sorbonne, and Professor Jespersen of 
Copenhagen, have written valuable articles. 

The contributions printed in Greek, Rumanian, 
Dutch, Norwegian, Swedish, Russian, Servian, Po- 
lish, Chinese and Persian are accompanied with 
English translations. 

From the above description of this extraordinary 
work it ought to be clear that the Book of Homage 
is not a volume for exhibition, to be placed reverently 
on a table and never opened; nor is it a "gift-book," 
to be released with relief; its pages are intensely 
interesting, full of value to the student and full of 
charm to discriminating readers. 

William Lyon Phelps 

*A Book of Homage to Shakespeare. Edited by Israel 
Gollancz, Litt.D.; Humphrey Milford: Oxford University 
Press. 




